CLASSIC CRIMES

having a very material bearing on the question of the writer's
suicide. They left it where it lay, and departed to report to
headquarters. As the result of their report the Superintendent
of the Royal Infirmary was instructed by the Chief Constable
that the patient was "a prisoner charged with attempted
suicide, and was requested to notify the police of the date and
hour of her discharge, so that she might be taken into custody,"
Thus the matter was, officially, closed.

The discrepant accounts of the tragedy furnished by Mrs.
Sutherland, first, to the two constables and, secondly, to the
two detective-officers, struck even the official mind as un-
satisfactory; and four days after the event two other con-
stables, Watt and Gibson, were sent to interview her in ordejr
to clear up the point. They took from her a third statement,
in the course of which she said: "When working at the
[kitchen] grate I heard a shot and a sound as if someone had
fallen. Then, the boy [Merrett] came to the kitchen door and
informed me that his mother had shot herself, and requested
me to 'phone the police.'* Asked why she had told Inspector
Fleming that she had actually seen Mrs. Merrett falling from
her chair and the pistol from her hand, she replied that she
might have said so, uas she was excited at the time/' In-
credible as it may appear, these skilled seekers after truth never
even asked her whether in fact she had so seen; they left it
at that.

Ill
Meantime at the Infirmary Mrs. Merrett was confined in.
Ward 3, being that in which would-be suicides were kepf
secure behind locked doors and barred windows. She was
found to be suffering from a pistol-shot in the right ear, and
her wound was treated as accords. An X-ray examination
disclosed the presence of a small bullet embedded in the base
of the skull; it was impossible to operate. It appears to be
the practice in such cases as hers was assumed to be, that no
one must speak to the patient about the cause or nature of
the injury; so throughout the duration of her illness she was
never told what was the matter with her or why she was in the
fafirmary 1 She became the victim of a conspiracy of silence
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